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The project aims to understand how diverse styles of documentary films influence people’s 
reactions to representations of so-called farmed animals. I plan to conduct focus group 
interviews with adults to understand their opinions on cinematic images of farmed animals. 

I will explore two main issues: 1) whether there is a correlation between viewers’ 
ecological attitudes and their empathy towards animal characters; 2) how different ways of 
portraying animals in films affect viewers’ empathy levels. The study aims to test hypotheses 
regarding how films about farmed animals may influence viewers’ attitudes and support for the 
rights of the most commonly exploited animals. 

The project aligns with the reflection conducted by scholars in the field of film animal 
studies, as part of the broader domain of critical animal studies. To achieve the research goals, 
I propose employing methodological triangulation, combining different methods to obtain a 
more comprehensive and reliable picture. My plan includes literature reviews, case studies with 
film analysis, focus group interviews combined with questionnaire methods. Additionally, I 
will utilize software for qualitative data analysis and employ qualitative validation methods. 

The project aims to expand theoretical research on animal representations in film 
through new empirical data. My starting point is the classification of documentary films about 
farmed animals within the discourse of animal rights proposed by Stephen Marcus Finn in the 
book “Farmed Animals on Film: A Manifesto for a New Ethic” (2023). Participants in the group 
interviews will be divided into two age groups, based on their interest in environmental issues, 
and considering two different scenarios. The first scenario will focus on films with rhetorical 
and discursive dominance, such as “Earthlings” (2005, Monson), “Cowspiracy: The 
Sustainability Secret” (2014, Andersen & Kuhn), and “Peaceable Kingdom: The Journey 
Home” (2009, Stein). The second scenario will be more centered on emotional engagement of 
the audience and portraying animals as individuals, as seen in films like “Gunda” (2020, 
Kossakovsky), “Cow” (2021, Arnold), and short films from animal sanctuaries. 

The research findings will be presented in scientific articles published in peer-reviewed 
journals following the Open Access policy, as well as at national and international conferences. 
Additionally, the research will significantly contribute to the progress of my doctoral 
dissertation. 

 

Reg. No: 2024/53/N/HS2/03851; Principal Investigator:  mgr Patrycja  Chuszcz


