
Pathemization in French online commemorative discourse in the context of mourning the death  

of a companion animal 

 

This research project dives into how people express their feelings in French-language online homages to their 

pets who have passed away. The goal is to understand how emotions are shared and communicated in these 

heartfelt messages. 

This project isn't just about linguistics; it's also a part of a growing field called anthrozoology, which studies 

the relationships between humans and animals. By understanding how people talk about their grief over losing 

pets, we can learn more about the important emotional roles that animals play in our lives. 

The research combines detailed, in-depth analysis with quantitative methods. A unique collection of 2,645 

homages written between January 1, 2019, and December 31, 2024 will be collected in order to examine how 

emotional language is used. I'll look at both the words and phrases people use, and  use statistical tools to see 

patterns and trends. 

This project will shed light on how language helps people express their sorrow and say goodbye to their 

beloved pets. By analysing the words people choose, I’ll uncover the strategies they use to create emotional 

connections and evoke empathy in readers. This can help us understand not only language but also human 

emotions and our deep bonds with animals. 

By the end of this project, we’ll have a richer understanding of how people use language to cope with loss and 

to share their grief with others. This research can provide valuable insights into the emotional connections we 

form with our pets and how we express these feelings through words. 
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