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Body-worn cameras in policing and criminal justice.

Description for the general public

In May 2021 the Polish Police announced a tender for equipment purchase of over 3100 mobile
video cameras mounted on officer’s uniforms (i.e. body-worn cameras, BWCs). The video cameras are to
document officers’ daily work — in particular: their interventions. The awareness of being recorded is
supposed to make camera-wearing police officers behave more professionally, especially when interacting
with civilians. The cameras are to be mounted in plain sight and may additionally emit sounds during the
recording, so that they have also a positive impact on the behavior of persons engaged in police
interventions, as well as on the bystanders. The general goal is to improve the relationship between the field
officers and civilians. This shall be measured in a reduced need to use means of direct physical coercion
and reduced number of complaints filed against police. If a complaint is filed, the recordings are to help
with their credibility assessment.

OnJuly 17, 2014, an attempted apprehension of Eric Garner suspected of selling untaxed cigarettes,
by the NYPD, ended with his death. What led to his death has been documented on video-the recording
clearly shows how Mr. Garner asked the police to loosen the overpowering grip, claiming he was choking.
On April 4, 2015, in North Charleston, Walter Scott was stopped for a traffic control due to inoperative tail
lights. Mr. Scott has left the car, pushed the police officer away and began to run when the officer fired 8
rounds at his back and handcuffed him, mortally wounded. In both cases, the recordings were made by
bystanders, as the police officers did not have BWCs. These events, among others, raised concerns among
civilians and were the source of many protest actions and riots in the US (2014/16). This led to the
introduction of the BWCs in the US police units. To improve the situation by reducing the number of deaths
caused by police, as well as the number of allegations against the police about evidence falsification in such
cases (for clearing police officers of charges). The US government allocated almost $300 million for the
purchase of BWC.

On May 15, 2016, the apprehension of Igor Stachowiak on the Market Square in Wroctaw has led
to his death at the police station. He had multiple injuries, including those caused by the repeated use of a
stun gun. The official version of the events has been undermined thanks to investigative journalists a year
later. This was possible thanks to, among others, a video recordings made by a by-standing witness to Mr.
Stachowiak’s apprehension, a city surveillance camera, and a video camera mounted on the stun gun itself.
This incident, along with some other polish police force interventions which ended with a civilian death, is
being cited as justification for a large-scale introduction of BWCs in Poland.

The proposed empirical research aims to determine the extent to which the introduction of BWCs
may affect the work of the Polish Police. Whether and to what extent the goals set and hopes placed in the
introduction of the BWCs can be met. This will be obtained through a set of interrelated research methods
— both quantitative (such as questionnaire surveys and interviews) as well as qualitative (in-depth research
interviews and case studies), and a study of the actual use of BWC (through observation). The planned large-
scale introduction of BWCs into the Polish Police force provides a chance to research a quasi-experimental
model, i.e. to objectively compare how the introduction of BWCs affects the work of Police. It is important
to complete the anecdotal stories about the use of BWCs recordings as proof of police falsifying evidence
with reliable research results. The comparative aspect of research is just as well important. The relationship
between the scale of BWCs use and the compliance with applicable procedures will be examined. The
research will also verify the hypothesis about the impact of BWCs on police activities. An important part of
the proposed research is also a comparative overview of legal solutions regarding the use of BWCs by the
Police: what are the possibilities and how personal and human rights are being guaranteed. Based on the
results obtained through the study, a theoretical model of using BWCs in the work of Police will
be developed.

In addition to strictly cognitive value, research results may be used to inform future decision-making
processes regarding the design of an effective and safe law enforcement policy that will be also safe for the
citizens (in terms of preserving their rights and freedoms, which may be easily affected when using BWCs).



