Reg. No: 2017/25/N/HS5/02213; Principal Investigator: mgr Krzysztof Mikotaj Rdzanski

The apiculture sector plays an vital role in thedpean Union's economy and agriculture, mainlytdue
the functions performed by honey bees. These ingagtinate more than 80% of wild and cultivatednts in
the world, influencing on the seize of the cropd anthe same time contributing to maintain thedfsecurity in
all 28 Member States. Furthermore, honey beestbédpep the proper level of biodiversity of natieebsystems.
It is estimated that pollination of plants Apis mellifera guarantees the EU economy a profit of more thag €
billion annually. Human also uses bees to prodweedroducts such as honey, royal jelly, propolidlep and
beeswax, which are used in the chemical, food, cat@nd pharmaceutical industries. The civilizatioand
economic transformations that took place in theh2did 21st centuries caused numerous threats tth¢he
apiculture sector. There are many reasons fosttiation. One of the most important is the lackarhprehensive
and systematic regulation, which allows more eifegprotection and support of beekeeping throughfliids.

Therefore, the purpose of this paper is to detegrthie impact that the EU legislation aimed at summp
and protecting apicultural activity has on the ficat aspects of conducting this activity in Polamtis primary
objective is divided into two specific objectives.

First of all, it is necessary to establish whicbypsions of EU and national law enable to deterntimee
legal status of apicultural activity and the legfiécts of classifying this professional activityeither agricultural
or economic activity. To this end, it will be essahto identify those acts of EU and national kahich regulate
apicultural activity in Poland, and to determine tifiegree to which these acts define its legal stasueither
agricultural or economic activity. Furthermorewill also be necessary to demonstrate the legateffof this
classification from the perspective of such legeba as agricultural, economic, commercial, taxiaadrance
law. Next, it will be vital to present arguments &nd against codifying apicultural activity in Bod through a
legal act of a uniform and comprehensive chara@éould such a regulation prove justified, it woldd
beneficial to discuss the requirements and contitithat this codification must satisfy in orderetosure its
positive impact on the development of apicultucivity in Poland.

Second of all, it is essential to answer the qaestthether current Polish legislation ensures cieffit
protection of apicultural activity and what levélsapport is afforded to this type of activity ghl instruments
provided for in EU law. To this end, it will be ressary to identify the forms of legal protectiontad key attribute
of apicultural activity, i.e. honey bees, envisaggdPolish and Union law. Next, an answer shoulgiowided
to the question of how the provisions of EU lawtpob apicultural products from threats, relatedmyaio GMO
contamination resulting from bees collecting polfesm genetically modified crops. Another step wi# to
define the forms of supporting apicultural activiyPoland with the help of EU and national funémally, it
will be necessary to formulate proposals de legenfda regarding the contribution of the potentadification
of apicultural activity to improving the protectiaf and support for Polish apiculture using EU feindihe
fulfilment of this objective will serve to verifyhe hypothesis that the current legal regulatioam€ulture in
Poland does little to help take advantage of tlalable funds to support and protect apiculturaivay.

The project will be carried out predominantly usthg doctrinal research method. The normativeafcts
EU and Polish law pertaining to the forms of prtitatof and support for apicultural activity wilekstudied and
interpreted, as well as the legal doctrine andveele judicial decisions relating to defined probleirhe
comparative method will be used to conduct analyklegal systems of chosen EU countries (Spaimmary
and Italy), which is justified in the view of orital and complex legal solutions which are adoptdéedal systems
of these countries in relation to apicultural atyiv

Identifying the research gap and the innovativeattar of the designed study are, however, nobmiye
deciding factors for choosing these issues as d¢kearch topic. The choice is further substantisgdhe
theoretical, socio-economic and rural-environmessués. The lack of specification of the legal stafi
apicultural activity, both in Polish law and EurapeUnion Law causes that it is nearly impossibleravide
sufficient protection for the apiculture sectordérees in particular) in the face of the threadd this currently
facing. The bee population has been rapidly deadinih recent years, both in the EU and beyond. rfiifie
researchers have coined the term ‘Colony CollapserBer’ (CCD) to describe the phenomenon of atarésss
of honey bee colonies. This situation has a nurabdifferent causes, the most important of whictlude: the
effects of intensive farming practices such asuthe of pesticides; poor honey bee nutrition; attdmkvarious
viruses and pathogenic bacteria; interspecific agipn with invasive species such as the Asiaméb(Vespa
velutina); genetically modified plants; as welles/ironmental changes (exposure to electromagrediation,
natural habitat fragmentation).

It needs to be stressed that the outlined legaksshave not been discussed in the academic veriyieiy
and part of the employed approaches (especiallgazamg the legal status of Polish apicultural\aigtj will
have an innovative character. It is so largely wuhe topicality of addressed problem



