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Thegord in Grzybowo and its settlement facilitiesin the context of in-depth interdisciplinary research.

Proj ect goal

The primary goal of the project is an academice(iisciplinary) compilation of issues related te th
early medieval gord in Grzybowo and its settlentfewtlities. The works will result in a book (aggetg
compilation) discussing the research into the dised settlement complex. This way we would filkhe
gap in the existing historiography because the ramgtificant, central gords in Wielkopolska estsiéd
during the Piast dynasty reign: Giecz, Gniezno, nabzand Ostrow Lednicki have been discussed
academically, to various degrees. It so happerighibanysterious Grzybowo, located more or lesénzagl
between Giecz and Gniezno, is still waiting foroa@se, academic compilation in the form of a bddhly
concise popular science texts have been writtedate on the hillfort in Grzybowo or academic a#scl
which are excerpts from the local research.

Another project goal is to conduct a number of ggest tests including palynology, archaeological
zoology, dendrology and dendrochronology which wailbw for enriching the knowledge on the hillfarnd
the open settlements in the vicinity of GrzybowbeTests will also make it possible to processhiltoric
material which so far has not been submitted tddtrhed specialist analyses.

Another project goal consists in taking inventomyainly non-invasive, of all the early medieval
archaeological sites from the vicinity of Grzybowoorder to provide better preservation mainteeanc
Perhaps as a result of the works, we will also mana identify a grave field. This would be of dgrea
importance to the future research into the locatrooinity from the early Middle Ages.

Conducted resear ch

As part of the project, research will be carried outhe realm of archaeology, history, natural
sciences and geophysics. An important role in tiogept will also be played by a survey of the ecoim
political and administrative role of the Grzyboword, the extent of the local trade, the premistus in
the early medieval traffic network, demography evelopment of open settlement. We will resort priipa
to archaeological sources from former works and effarts made as part of the project. On top ofaheve
mentioned tests, works will be carried out with & of a better understanding of the Grzybowdesatnt
complex. To this end, the hillfort's main squard! Wwe examined in a non-invasive way (geomagnetts);
this will be followed by open archaeological exdawmas on some of its parts. At the same time, wik wi
identify the structure’s settlement facilities.the course of the works, we will resort to, amottzeo things,
the cognitive opportunities offered by aerial plysaphy or surface prospection, finally also excavat
works. The research will be extended with use ofl@no dating technologies like C14 dating in the AMS
technology and dendrochronology as well as palygobnalyses supplementing the knowledge of the earl
medieval settlement plus zoological archaeology.

Reasonsfor tackling the subject

The major reason for undertaking the researchtirtassues in question is the need for in-depth and
interdisciplinary works on the Grzybowo hillfort dirits settlement facilities. To date, barely 3%tloé
premises’ area has been examined, while the exploegerial which is testimony of the gord’s excepél
role, has been developed and published to a sixtelhte This Wielkopolska gord, exceptional on tlaglye
medieval scale, requires on the one hand new avlidwieal field studies (invasive and non-invasiven
the other hand, the explored source material némdgait for new specialist compilations; it woule b
available to the general public and academic a@ririghe form of an interdisciplinary published okoThe
new research into the hillfort may lead not onlyd&veloping or extending the already known soulssb
but, first and foremost, to at least a partial argtion of the mystery of this huge gord’s locatimtween
Gniezno and Giecz in the first half of thethlcﬂantury. To date, Grzybowo’s economic, administeaand
political role in the 18 -11" centuries has not been explained. The poorly ifiethbpen settlement (chiefly
in the course of surface methods) does not allawef@luating unambiguously the size of the settl@me
facilities and demographics in the early medievaidg Of special importance seems also a presentafio
the hillfort in Grzybowo while there is no knowlesigf the local early medieval grave field. It se¢he the
possible discovery thereof could explain many issetated to the gord’'s population and that ofatigcent
open settlements and could provide abundant mbterithe research into the then society.



