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The Culture of Political Violence Dynamics of Anti-austerity Movements in Europe

The major aim of the research is to explain the violent behaviours of anti-austerity movements which rose in
Europe after 2007 as the opposition to the governments’ activities. The research field determined by time,
territorial, and subject boundaries have to be examined in order to fulfil the aim. 1st December, 2007 is the
inceptive date of the research. Then, the recession caused by the European debt crisis began. The crisis was an
indirect cause of a wave of protests organised by newly-risen anti-austerity movements in Europe. The direct
cause of those protests and the inception of the movements was the implementation of governmental austerity
programmes which were to contribute to the states’ coming out from the crisis. The closing date is 31st
December, 2015. It was the first year after the recession when the economic situation of the Eurozone states
improved, i.e., the extent of fluctuation of international financial flow was minimalised, the extent of real GDP
increased, a lending rate of bonds decreased, and governmental austerity programmes were guenching.
Therefore, the direct justification for the continuance of anti-austerity movements, which opposed the
consequences of the implementation of governmental austerity programmes, lapsed. The dates determine the
time boundaries of the research field. Its territorial scope involves the Eurozone states where the anti-austerity
movements occurred and organised one or more protests against governmental austerity activities. The subject
research field is established by the public activities of given anti-austerity movements. A priori, those
movements were nonviolent and were not to use physical violence to achieve political goals. However, this
rule began being violated over time. Then, the research concentrates on the anti-austerity movements’ public
activities which were expressing their consistent or changing attitudes towards political violence from their
inception to the end of functioning. The category of a culture of political violence is applied to explain violent
behaviours because it is a specific regulator of violent behaviours. The factors constituting a culture of political
violence indicate if and to which extent the use of political violence and forbearing from its use was present in
the relations between anti-austerity movements and state subjects.

In the project the qualitative content analysis is applied, as well as research techniques and tools which
are coherent with the method. Some research tools — especially analytical models —will be constructed choicely
for this research to achieve diligent and maximally efficient research results. Then, data will be collected and
measures will be taken to minimalize the risk of making mistake in the work on data. Piecemeal analyses will
be focused on the attempts to determine the correlations between particular violent behaviours and the factors
constituting a culture of political violence, and to establish what causes that anti-austerity movements change
their behaviours when they are active.

The reason for choosing the research topic was the identification, on the grounds of the world specialist
literature review, that there is no knowledge why anti-austerity movements displayed diversified violent
behaviours. Thus, the planned research aims to establish what was the cause of the use of political violence by
anti-austerity movements in some states, why in the other states, which were also overcome by a wave of
protests, political violence was not used, and why the movements’ attitudes towards the usage of violence was
changing or not over time. It sheds light on a cognitive value of the study. In addition, it is important to the
development of civilization because it arms researchers with the devices to predict where and why violent
behaviours may occur, and when the extent of the use of political violence will increase, stabilise, and decrease.
Apparently, these devices are useful to formulate governmental crisis management plans which are relevant to
provide the society with the protection, creation, and distribution of public security. Finally, the research
contributes to the development of the field of social studies, including its disciplines: political sciences, security
and defence capability studies, and sociology by creating original research tools. It enlarges on both the theory
of after-2007 anti-austerity movements formulated by Donatella della Porta and the theory of a culture of
political violence.



