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Description for the general public

It is a sad paradox that one of the greatest criméise 20th century’s history of Europe — the so-
called Polish operation of the NKVD, a crime fdifig all hallmarks of genocide — is very poorly ko
even in Poland itself, not to mention other cowstriHardly anyone — except specialists-historiaksows
that in 1937-1938, the Soviets executed at lea3tti@usand people. These persons, mainly Polewlfar
generations on the eastern fringe of the formeisP<dlithuanian Commonwealth’s territory, were aalis
of belonging to the Polish Military Organizationhieh led to absurd charges as espionage or subeersi
activities for Poland. In addition, tens of thoudsurof people were sent to the gulags. Historiogcabh
knowledge about circumstances and course of thigecas well as about its victims, is woefully iegdate.

The presented project aims to change this statdfaifs. We want to document, as completely and
comprehensive, as possible, victims of the "Pdhgleration” of the NKVD, giving thus the tribute ttoeir
memory. In addition, we would like to fill a sigr@ant research gap of knowledge about causes, €@
magnitude of this crime.

During the period of the project’s realization, & going to conduct archival research in Russia,
Ukraine and Belarus, since the “Polish Operatiasaitried out in the years 1937-1938, took on thgdsir
scale in these three countries. Our plans to reduiige amount of documents, scattered within Rzssla
Belarus, will be facilitated through collaboratiaith independent researchers. Gathered in the Aatsmt
"Memorial”, they have been for many years overcgmibstacles made by the Russian authorities, and
studying carefully the course of Stalinist repressWork in Ukraine and contacts with Ukrainiantbrgans
will be, in turn, much easier thanks to the coofienaestablished by the Centre for Polish-Russiaidgue
and Understanding with the head of archive of thealian Institute of National Remembrance and the
former director of the State Archive of the Segu8ervice of Ukraine.

As a result of the implementation of this large ject, which is absolutely important both for
academic knowledge and for the whole society, feoilumes of sources are to be published in two
languages: Polish and Russian, and in full compéanith the rules of edition of sources. They valbpear
as a series "Polish Operation of the NKVD" in doeuts. In addition, a separate volume of studies wil
present new facts and conclusions, flowing fromtiimrough analysis of the reached materials. Walsie
planning a special English-language edition ofgbblication containing the most important documemts
texts — this would contribute to the disseminatbknowledge in the world about crimes of the NKBd
about the results of the research.

One of the aims of the project is also documentintims of the “Polish operation” of NKVD on the
name-by-name principle. We want to create a pubksfailable online database. It will be an invaleab
resource for researchers, not only historians Isd #or anyone interested in the fate of Poles vi€&o
citizens, including surviving members of the fagdliwhich felt victims of Stalinist totalitarianism.

The database will form a part of the website whicin an accessible and visually attractive way —
will popularise the knowledge of the "Polish Opamat in the Polish, Russian and English languagéss
portal will, among others, explain the historicahtext and publish the most important documenttire) to
the crime, as well as testimonies of witnesses.



